Access to specialised victim support services for women with disabilities who have experienced violence
WHO ARE WE? 

We are researchers from Centre for Disability Studies, University of Leeds. We are working on a new project about disabled women who have experienced violence and need access to support services in the U.K (England, Scotland, Wales, N.Ireland). We are both researchers and teachers in the Centre for Disability Studies at the University of Leeds.  Our project is part of a larger study including three other countries in Europe - Austria, Germany and Iceland. All four countries share concerns about disabled women who are victims or survivors of violence.
As researchers, working in the area of disability studies and human rights, we are trained to talk to different types of people about sensitive issues that impact on their lives. We both have a clear Criminal Record.
Our contact details are:
Dr Sonali Shah  (Project Manager)
e-mail: s.l.shah@leeds.ac.uk
Work telephone: 01133437238  
Dr Sarah Woodin  

e-mail: s.l.woodin@leeds.ac.uk
Work telephone: 0113 3438886
WHY IS THIS WORK IMPORTANT? 

This work is very important because there have been many reports that suggest disabled women are significantly more likely to experience violence than non-disabled women. Also they are more likely to encounter barriers to accessing mainstream victim support services which prevent them from reporting the acts and getting the protection they need.
The issue has been recognized as a priority by the monitoring committee of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) and the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Violence against Women (CEDAW). So it is important to listen to the personal stories of disabled women to understand how they have been affected by violence over the course of their lives, and the barriers they face in help-seeking from mainstream victim support services and by disability organizations. In particular we seek to learn about: 

•       Whether U.K fulfill their national obligations as stated in the UNCRPD, CEDAW and other legal instruments and measures aimed at the protection of non-disabled women and especially of women with disabilities who have experienced violence.

•          Which specialized victim support services (shelters, helplines, counseling services, etc.) offer services for disabled women who have experienced violence.

•         The specific needs and concerns of disabled women in relation to violence

•        The extent to which disabled women are aware of their rights and the support available if they experienced violence.

•       The extent to which disabled women  who have experienced violence have been able to access the range of mainstream services and provisions, and if they get the assistance they expect.

•          Whether victim support services have the resources necessary to address the needs and concerns of disabled women.

•       Any good-practice examples of barrier-free access to specialized victim support services  for disabled women across the U.K.
WHAT/WHO IS THIS RESEARCH FOR?

With the permission of the disabled women and service providers we talk to, their stories will be used to help inform policies and practices about what is needed to protect disabled women who are experiencing violence.  In particular, the information we collect will help to do the following:

•          To raise public awareness about a difficult topic which often hidden.

•          To facilitate and strengthen the networking between disability service providers and specialized victim support facilities.

•          To make recommendations for specialized victim support facilities, disability service providers and policy makers, in U.K and Europe, so they can improve services for disabled women who have experienced violence.

•          To provide a voice for disabled women whose voices are excluded from mainstream and disability research
  WHOWE WOULD LIKE TO TALK TO: 

We would like to conduct group discussions and individual interviews with:
· Disabled women who have experienced violence at any time in their lives. 

· Participants must be :

· Ages: 18-65
· Women with physical impairments,and sensory impairments, and learning difficulties from  birth or acquired later in life

· Have experience of violence accomplished by physical force, legal compulsion, economic coercion, intimidation, psychological manipulation, deception and misinformation (without informed consent) Violence may include omissions, as well as overt acts that harm a person’s physical or mental integrity
· For ethical purposes the study cannot involve women who live in institutions NOW, but we welcome stories from disabled women who have past experiences of living in institutions
CONFIDENTIALITY
All of the disabled women who participate in this study must give written consent by completing the consent from below. The information collected all participants will be treated confidentially.  It will be stored on a password protected hard drive at the University which can be accessed only by the project workers. The identities of all the participants will by protected by using codenames. The codenames will be used with the respective quotes/stories throughout the project.  All women will be asked permission for their stories to be shared (under codenames) with a wider audience – in brochures, conference papers, policy bulletins and reports. Anyone may withdraw from the project at any point. There will be no repercussions from withdrawing.
