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Grapevine Disability Information Service 
Reducing Council Tax Bills – a guide for disabled people

There are three schemes for reducing council tax bills.  You can get help through all of these at the same time, if you satisfy the conditions for all of them.  They are:
· The Disability Reduction Scheme

· The Discount Scheme

· The Council Tax Reduction Scheme

1. The Disability Reduction Scheme:

You can get a disability reduction if you, or any other resident in your home is ‘substantially and permanently disabled’.  This can be an adult or a child of any age, whether or not they are related to you.  At least one of the following three conditions must be met:
· You have an additional bathroom or kitchen needed by the disabled person; or
· You have a room (other than bathroom, kitchen or toilet) needed  by and predominately used by that person; or

· You have enough space in your home for that person to use a wheelchair.

Disability reductions are available in all types of dwellings, including care homes and hostels. In Scotland, water charges (collected with council tax) can also be reduced under this scheme.
There is no general test of who counts as, substantially and permanently disabled, although it is clear that it includes people who have been disabled for life & those who become disabled in later life.
There is no general test of what it means for the disabled person to need the room or the wheelchair, except that they must be essential or of major importance to their well-being by reason of the nature and extent of their disability.

However, it is clear that the disability reductions are not limited to homes specially constructed or adapted to provide a room or wheelchair space.  If you qualify for a disability reduction, your council tax bill will be reduced to the valuation band below your current one. 

Getting a reduction & backdating:

· The person liable for the council tax in the home, (not necessarily the disabled person) has to make an application.

· The authority may have a standard form for this (see contact details below).

· In some areas you may have to make a separate application for each financial year.

· If you were eligible for a disability reduction in the past, but were not awarded this, it can be backdated. 
2. The Discount Scheme:

The council tax discount scheme is applied to homes where fewer than two adults are resident.  You can get discount if:

· There is only one resident in your home - you will receive a 25% discount.

· If there are no residents in your home, you may get up to 50% discount.

· If your home is empty, you may be able to qualify for an exemption instead of a discount.

3. The Council Tax Reduction Scheme:
A dwelling/home is exempt from council tax, if it is wholly occupied by a person (or persons) who have a ‘severe mental impairment of intelligence and social functioning’ (however caused) which appears to be permanent and no one else could be liable; and
Has a certificate from a registered general practitioner confirming this (which may cover a past, present or future period); and

Is entitled to one of the following benefits:

· Disability Living Allowance (DLA) middle or highest rate care component;

· Personal Independence Payment (PIP) daily living component (either rate);

· Attendance Allowance/Constant Attendance Allowance;

· Employment and Support Allowance (ESA)

· Incapacity Benefit (any rate)
· Severe Disablement Allowance (SDA)
· Income Support, including a disability premium due to incapacity, or whose partner has a disability premium for them included in their income-based Jobseekers Allowance;

· The ‘disability element’ of Working Tax Credit (WTC);

or

· Is over State Pension age and would have been entitled to one of the above benefits if under State Pension age.
Note: you do not lose the exemption if a student(s) also occupy the dwelling.

Other discounts and right to appeal: 

It is always worth checking out if you are entitled to other discounts or exemptions with council tax for example: carers; people aged under 18 years old; full-time students; people in hospital/care home and people in prison. 

You have the right to appeal against decisions on:

· Whether a dwelling is exempt from council tax;

· Who is liable to pay council tax;

· Where you are resident;

· Whether a disability reduction applies; and

· Whether discount applies.
In each case the appeal should go to the local authority (see the contact details below). There is no time limit for lodging an appeal. If it is refused you can appeal to the Valuation Appeal Committee in Scotland (within four months of your original appeal).

Contact details: 

To apply for any of these discounts, contact your local authority direct, for an application form.

The City of Edinburgh Council, Revenues & Benefits Enquiries, P.O. Box 12331

Edinburgh, EH11 3YR Telephone: 0131 469 5000

Email: revenuesandbenefits@edinburgh.gov.uk
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