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LCiL is a user-led charity, working with disabled people to enable them to take control of their lives and live independently in the community.  All our services respond to needs identified by disabled people and offer a range of practical and emotional support to promote their equal participation in all aspects of society. 

This submission has been drawn up using the experiences and views of disabled people across Lothian and users of LCiL services. For more information visit our website: www.lothiancil.org.uk 

· We find the introduction in the easy read version of the consultation and the reasons given for charging care misleading. The three reasons given are not reasons as such, but  Midlothian Council’s statements on choices it has chosen to make.  Indeed, Midlothian Council faces the same external factors as other councils which chose not to charge for care.
· There is a limited amount of money – There is a limited amount of money for all services in Midlothian yet the local authority does not chose to charge for education or access to museums, freeze council staff salaries or review senior management pay scale.  Indeed the council tax has been frozen for more than 3 years, despite the two other reasons given below.  Why would this ‘reason’ be valid for a group of Midlothian citizens and not for others?

· There are more and more people who need support services – This is not a ‘reason’ as for many of us this statement should lead to greater and better sharing of care and support costs amongst the  bigger group of Midlothian citizens.  Not charging only people who depend on these services to live their lives the best they can.
· We want to make sure that we can keep providing services for people – Again in the eyes of many, making these services unaffordable to people, or pushing people who need them to compromise on other key aspects of a dignified life, is counter-productive and defeats the purpose of genuine support and care.
We disagree with the proposal as a matter of principle or ethics

· People have free access to health services at the point of delivery, e.g. they will not pay for a heart check-up or operations, for an operation of the spine, the amputation of a limb or even rehabilitation after a brain injury, BUT they must pay for the support to manage living with the long-term consequences of these.  As one of our service users bluntly said: ‘it is free to remove my bladder but not to help me to do a pee!’  The sense of humour, that luckily this individual managed to retain, should not hide the gravity of the statement.  Disabled people and people with long term conditions have to pay the price for their own support and are made to feel that they, as an extra burden on community finances, should contribute from their own pocket.  

· Disabled people, however, are not so much disabled by their impairments but by the many barriers (including having to pay for their care) day in and day out.  With many others, we believe that addressing and not creating these barriers is the responsibility of the wider community.  This includes providing care and support free of charge so that disabled and non-disabled people have a more equal share of opportunities.

· Article 19 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of People with Disabilities states that ‘disabled people have a right to live in the community, with support they need and can make choices like other people do’.  Should disabled people pay for this right?

· Charging an already disadvantaged group for the services that are supposed to mitigate the impact of the disablement process and the barriers is just discriminatory and should have no place in a civilised society.

· As a user led organisation, we have heard accounts of disabled people choosing not to receive social care support, simply because they cannot afford the contribution.  This was after they made an appeal through the appropriate channels.  

We disagree with the proposal because it does not make economic sense and is not an effective way to address the current pressure on care and support and goes against the personalisation and self directed support (SDS) agenda
· According to COSLA figures, charges do bring only between 3-4% of the total costs of care and support.  Yet for the already disadvantaged group that has to pay for it, it can greatly reduce the overall amount of care and support individuals would benefit from or it compromises other areas of their wellbeing or the wellbeing of their carers/supporters.

· It costs to administer care charges and this negates the income raised through charging a group of people who already face more costs to access transport, equipment, adaptation in their homes, maintain a secure environment, etc.

· Increasing charges for care at a time when the SDS Bill states the role of SDS to Independent Living and that disabled people have the right to live a life with dignity and the right to participate in their communities goes against the spirit of the Bill and the community that we should create for disabled and non-disabled people.
1. Do you think that charing for services is the right way to make sure that we can carry on providing good community care?
No, for reasons given above.  We believe the wider community should better share resources and not target the very group that relies on care and support services in the same way that we are able to share the cost of other public services.
2. Do you think that there are other ways that the Council could pay for Community Care Services?
Yes through charging equatibly the wider group of Midlothian Citizens

3. Do you think we could make the charges more fair

Yes, please see above

4. Do you think the charges will affect some people more than others

Yes 

5. Is there anything else you would like to say about the Council’s plans to charge for services?

Please see response above
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