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Scottish Referendum on Independence
On Thursday 18 September, 2014, there will be a referendum on Scottish Independence. You can vote Yes or No in a referendum. 

Who can vote
Anyone who is 16 years old or over on the day of the referendum can vote. You must be on the electoral register to vote. 
Every Autumn the Council will send you a registration form in the post. Fill this in and post it back to make sure your details are up to date.
To check if you are registered to vote, phone Glasgow City Council on 0141 287 4444.

How you can vote
In Person
Go to the polling station and tell them your name and address. If you like, you can take your polling card with you, but you DO NOT need this to vote. You will be given a ballot paper by the staff. If you are unsure what to do, you can ask for help.
By Post
Everyone is allowed to have a postal vote if they want. This is instead of going to the polling station on the day. You might want a postal vote if you will be away on referendum day or you are unsure if you can get to the polling station on the day. Speak to the Council if you want a postal vote.

By Proxy

This means someone else goes to the polling station and votes for you. Normally you need to speak to the Council at least a week before referendum day. If you have a medical emergency on the day, you can still apply to vote by proxy.
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YES 
The Yes Scotland campaign believes that Scotland should be an independent country. The Yes Campaign includes the Scottish National Party and the Scottish Green Party.

Why Yes?

· Scotland would be better off economically with independence because we pay more to the UK than we get back
· Scotland will be able to make all its own decisions, including about going to war and having nuclear weapons
· Scotland will be in full control of its own resources, including Oil and Gas in the North Sea

If Scotland was independent
· The Scottish Parliament would have powers over all areas, including foreign affairs, defence and welfare

· People would be citizens of Scotland and would no longer vote in British elections or be governed by the Westminster Parliament

· Scotland would keep the Queen as Head of State, and there would be a Scottish Army
Questions to think about
· Would Scotland stay as a member of the European Union, or would we have to apply for membership?
· Would Scotland still use the pound, would we join the Euro or would we set up our own currency?
· How much debt would Scotland take on to pay for things like pensions, welfare and bank bailouts?
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NO
The Better Together (No) campaign believes that Scotland should stay in the United Kingdom. Better Together incudes the Labour Party, the Conservative Party and the Liberal Democrats.

Why No?

· Scotland would be better off economically staying in the United Kingdom because we get more from the UK than we pay in

· Scotland gets the best deal from having a Scottish Parliament to make some decisions in Scotland and a say in decisions at Westminster

· Scotland is safer in the United Kingdom and the United Kingdom is stronger with Scotland in it
If Scotland was independent

· The United Kingdom would have less power in the world, including in the European Union and in the United Nations

· Scotland does not have enough money to survive a financial crisis on its own 

· The United Kingdom would lose 300 years of shared history, culture and family ties with Scotland
Questions to think about

· How much would it cost Scotland to set up embassies in other countries, create an army and pay for a bigger government?
· How much influence would a small country like Scotland have in the world?
· Would you need a passport to cross the border?
Should Scotland be an Independent Country? YES or NO?

Some general questions to think about

· How much will it cost to set up a new country?

· Can we afford to be independent?

· How much money does the UK Government make from Scottish Oil and Gas?
· Could Scotland defend itself?

· What if we don’t want the Queen?

Some questions for disabled people
· What difference would it make for disabled people?

· What would change about welfare and benefits?

· How would Disabled People’s Organisations be funded?

· How would an independent Scotland meaningfully involve disabled people in decision making?

· How would an independent Scotland support disabled people to live independently in their own homes and be fully included in our communities?
For more information about voting

Contact the Electoral Commission www.electoralcommission.org.uk/scotland 
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Tel: 0131 225 0200 
Textphone: 18001 0131 225 0200
Email: infoscotland@electoralcommission.org.uk 


