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Factsheet

    

Lothian Centre for Inclusive Living (LCiL)    

Grapevine Disability Information 
Scottish Welfare Fund 

Who can apply?
You can now apply to the Council for grants under the Scottish Welfare Fund.  The Fund awards Community Care Grants and Crisis Grants.  Neither type of grant has to be paid back. 

You must apply to the Council where you live, or where you intend to live if you are leaving hospital, prison or residential care.

You should normally be getting one of these benefits

· Income Support

· income related Employment and Support Allowance

· income based Jobseeker's Allowance 

· Pension Credit - Guarantee Credit

· Pension Credit - Savings Credit

· Universal Credit.

But that is not essential. You must be aged 16 or older. 

How claims are decided
The key test for a Crisis Grant is the severity of your situation and the likely impact of the grant on you and your family, if you have a family.  

The key test for a Community Care Grant is whether or not the grant will help you in keeping or establishing a settled way of life in the community. 

Each case is considered on its own merit.  A limited amount of money is available to the many people who apply. 
The highest priority is given to people who: 
· are vulnerable due to old age, ill health or another reason;
· have an immediate need;
· face significant adverse consequences if the grant is not given.

Who won't qualify? 

You won’t qualify for a grant if you

· have made a claim for a DWP Social Fund benefit and it's delayed, you can apply for a Short-term Advance instead.
· have already received three crisis grants in the last 12 months, however in exceptional circumstances Council’s may be able to consider a further one off payment.
· have already applied for the same item in the last 28 days unless your circumstances have changed.
Review of the decision

You can ask for a review of the decision made about your Scottish Welfare Fund application.  You should do this within 20 days of receiving the decision. The time limit may be extended if you can show good reason for not applying within the 20 days.
If you are still dissatisfied and had applied after the 1st April 2016 you can apply to the Scottish Public Service Ombudsman for an independent review (this has replaced the old system of Independent review through the local authority).
Apply for a Crisis Grant

A Crisis Grant is a sum of money given by the Social Welfare Fund in a crisis.  The grant is tax free and you don’t have to pay back.   Crisis Grants will be considered within as soon as possible – turnaround in some local authorities is 2 working days but may be quicker than this.  

A Crisis Grant is something you need at once

· in an emergency

· because of disaster.

You can apply for a Crisis Grant to cover the cost of essentials like

· food

· heating

· nappies

· toiletries.

In addition, the help you need must be

· not available from anywhere else, and

· the only way to stop serious damage to you or your family's health and safety. 

Apply for a Community Care Grant

The Community Care Grant is a tax free sum of money that you do not have to pay back. A Community Care Grant can help people to cope who have special difficulties.
Community Care Grants will be usually be considered within 15 working days. 

A Community Care Grant could help you:
· return to the community after being in care

· stay in your own home rather go into care

· set up home in the community after having an unsettled way of life, as part of a planned programme to resettle you

· care for a prisoner or young offender when they leave prison on temporary license
· ease exceptional pressures on you and your family

· pay for certain travel expenses like going to a funeral or visiting someone who is ill.

What the grant can cover

Some examples of the things the grant can help with are

· furniture such as a sofa, armchair or bed

· household equipment such as a cooker or fridge

· bedding and clothing

· travel costs

· removal expenses

· storage charges or connection charges.

A Community Care Grant may not be awarded if the applicant or their partner has savings over £700 if they are below pension age, or savings over £1200 if above pension age.
Contact details for Scottish Welfare Funds in Edinburgh, Midlothian and East Lothian: 

City of Edinburgh Council 

To phone for a crisis grant in Edinburgh you can call 0131 529 5299. You can also use this number to request a Community Care Grant application form.  To make an online application for a community care grant follow this link: 

Midlothian Council: 

Call 0131 270 5600 to request either a Crisis Grant or Community Care Grant form, or find out more online at the Midlothian Council’s website here.

East Lothian Council: 

You can phone them on 01620 827827 or you can call in at the main Benefit Office, Council Buildings, Court Street, Haddington EH41 3YG or email scottishwelfarefund@eastlothian.gov.uk for an application form for a Community Care Grant 

Alternatively you can download a form here as a PDF or make an online application here. 
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