WORKSHOP A
“The whole of the Welfare state”

Adrian Sinfield, Professor Emeritus of Social Policy, Edinburgh University.
The “welfare state” needs to be understood in terms of it’s history, it’s purpose, and the issues it was created to address. How else can we understand why we might still need it, or if as is often claimed it is being widely abused and inefficient.
Highly respected academic and author on the subject, Adrian Sinfield will lead a workshop thinking about the creation of the welfare state, and how we would stand as a society if we did not have the welfare state.
WORKSHOP B
ALEX MALCOLM A MAN FOR OUR TIME
Sasha Callaghan & George Lamb Disability History Scotland
          

 Born too early for the welfare state left blind and begging on the streets by an industrial accident in 1910. Left destitute, helpless, and beholding to charity he would be better off today

Although today, he would have food banks, sanctions, workfare, labels of "scrounger" & " work shy". Plus of course his personal independence allowance would be cut, his housing benefit reduced, his social care services privatised to the lowest bidder. Specialist services cut, including employment and leisure services leaving him no option but to either stay indoors not going out, or roaming the streets like a....we'll like a beggar,

Is Alex the past or is he our future, how does disability face up to the challenge of defending the gains made.

Sasha Callaghan and George Lamb from Disability History Scotland consider the welfare state and disability activism. "speaking the truth even though it makes our voice shake"!
WORKSHOP D

“A new country, a new start, a new deal”
Robin McAlpine of the Jimmy Reid Foundation
So what would a welfare state be like in a independent Scotland? This workshop is a platform not to talk about the merits or otherwise of independence, but to use collective thinking to come up with a blue print for what a fairer more equal society would look like. How would a welfare state work for the people who need it rather than the politicians? Should there be benefits or a citizens income? How do we encourage people to work without penalizing them and making them poorer? How would a society feel if it was truly inclusive? Robin does not have the answers but he has through the “common weal” the ability to take your ideas and use them to create a narrative for the whole of Scotland to use to think about what kind of society we want to be.
Workshop C

Human Rights, Independent Living and the Welfare State
(Sue Kelly)
Disabled people have been calling for changes to the welfare state for a very long time.  They have been calling for changes that support independent living. This has had an influence on policy, notably the Self-Directed Support (Scotland) Act aimed at giving disabled people more control over the services they receive.  However, fears about uneven and inadequate resources have tended to reduce disabled people’s confidence that the changes will make their lives better. Furthermore, cuts to benefits including the so-called ‘bedroom tax’ are threatening rather than increasing disabled people’s independence even though they are justified by the Government in terms of reducing dependency on welfare.  Human rights arguments are being used with more or less success to challenge benefits policies and decisions which are hitting disabled people much harder than most.

Following a short introduction by Sue, this workshop will address the following questions

1.   Does the welfare state promote or diminish the human rights of disabled people?   

2.   Is the purpose of the welfare state to promote human rights, including the right to independent living?

a.   If it isn’t, what is it for and what does that mean for human rights and independent living?

b.   If it is, how can we make sure it is fit for purpose? 

Sue Kelly joined Inclusion Scotland as Outreach and Development Worker in January 2013. After 16 years working in welfare rights, Sue returned to University to study and later teach social policy and research methods. She then worked as an independent consultant with disabled people’s organisations to promote human rights and on a project researching the benefits to carers of wellness planning.  Sue brings to her work with Inclusion Scotland a passion for human rights and equality.
