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Lothian Disability News





ScotRail Booking Assistance for Travel    


ScotRail state that they will attempt to provide all necessary assistance to disabled customers throughout Scotland whether this has been booked or not.  However, it is recommended that arrangements are made in advance where possible. For example, the staff are available at Edinburgh Waverley station to help passengers on and off trains by using ramps.  Please contact the customer services team at ScotRail or the relevant train operators listed below, for further information: 





First ScotRail - Telephone: 0800 912 2 901 Minicom: 0800 912 2 899 � HYPERLINK "mailto:scotrailcustomer.relations@firstgroup.com" �scotrailcustomer.relations@firstgroup.com�





National Express East Coast - Telephone: 08457 225 225 (select option 1, then option 6) Textphone: 08451 202 067 � HYPERLINK "mailto:assistedtravel@nationalexpress.com" �assistedtravel@nationalexpress.com�





Virgin Trains - Telephone: 08457 44 33 66 Textphone: 08457 44 33 67        





                                                 �


                                                 


                                








The Grapevine, Lothian Disability Information Service provides free, confidential information and advice on any disability issue to people in Edinburgh, East Lothian and Midlothian.





These are some of the things which people ask us about: Money and Disability Benefits, Social Work Services and Direct Payments, Access to Transport, Housing and Adaptations, Aids and Equipment, Accessible Holidays and Leisure Activities, Education and Employment Opportunities, Access Issues, Disability Equality and the Law.





You can contact us by:


	Telephone	 0131 475 2370


	Minicom	 0131 475 2463


	Fax		 0131 475 2392


	Email 	 grapevine@lothiancil.org.uk


	Website 	 www.lothiancil.org.uk


	


	Address: 	Grapevine, LCiL, Norton Park, 57 Albion Road, Edinburgh, 


                            EH7 5QY





Our opening hours are Monday to Friday 9.30am to 4.00pm.  Individual interviews can be arranged on an appointment basis. 





This publication is available on request in a range of alternative formats, including Large Print, Audio Tape and Braille. 





All articles are copyright of the Lothian Centre for Inclusive Living.




















Disabled Persons Parking Bill Passed by Parliament        


In February 2009 the Disabled Persons Parking (Scotland) Bill was passed by parliament.  The Bill was brought before parliament by Jackie Baillie MSP and was supported by disability groups across Scotland





The new law makes it illegal for anyone to park in a Disabled Persons parking space unless they have a registered Blue Badge.  Misuse of Disabled Persons parking spaces could lead to a fine of up to £60.  The law applies to on street parking and  local authorities will also be encouraged to work with supermarkets and private car park owners to ensure that Disabled Persons parking bays are enforced.  It is hoped that the new law will deter misuse of disabled persons parking spaces.





Scottish Transport minister Stewart Stevenson said the only deterrent to prevent disabled parking spaces being misused was to make them legally enforceable.  Labour MSP Karen Gillon, standing in for Ms Baillie, said the abuse of parking places was top of the list of what disabled people considered as barriers to getting out and living a life.    


Asda raises £100,000 in fines for misuse of parking spaces   �


Asda has announced that due to its campaign to fine people who are illegally parked in Disabled Persons parking spaces and family spaces, it has raised £100,000.  The company began issuing £60 fines after receiving over 100 complaints a week at 48 stores across Scotland about misuse of parking spaces.  In just a year Asda gave out 1,646 fines to drivers parking in Disabled Persons bays or family bays.  The scheme has been a major deterent with a 60% drop in the number of people misusing the spaces.  The money raised from the fines has been given to two charities – the Motability Scheme for disabled motorists and Tommy’s, a baby charity.         


                   �                
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New Home Ownership Scheme for Disabled People


Access Ownership is a new scheme designed to offer more housing choice, flexibility and control to disabled people.   The scheme, which is run by the Link Group and Ownership Options, is open to disabled people with a range of impairments including those with physical impairments, learning difficulties or mental health issues.  





Under the Access Ownership scheme, disabled people can buy a share of a property and the Link Group owns the rest.  You can buy between 25% and 75% of the property and then pay a monthly rent on the remaining share.  If you are on a low income you may be able to claim Housing Benefit to pay the rent charge.  You have the right to increase your share in the property based on the current market value.





Shared Ownership can provide disabled people with greater choice about where they live and often gives more security than living in rented accommodation.  And given that many disabled people face multiple barriers to finding suitable, accessible housing, shared ownership housing schemes can provide the ideal solution.





To find out more about the Access Ownership Scheme contact Ownership Options, Niddrie Mains Road, Edinburgh, EH16 4EA  Tel 0131 661 3366  


Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:info@oois.org.uk" ��info@oois.org.uk�   Website � HYPERLINK "http://www.ownershipoptions.org.uk" ��www.ownershipoptions.org.uk� 


                                                                                                         �
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Independent Living in Scotland


Do you feel that for too long, you have been the subject of systems that make assumptions about your life, your abilities and your potential, based on medical reasons and presumptions?  





The Independent Living Movement has risen to challenge these negative assumptions by advocating the social model of disability and campaigning to “change polices not people” to increase your participation in society. 





Independent living means disabled people of all ages having the same freedom, choice, dignity and control as other citizens at home, at work, and in the community. It does not mean living by yourself or fending for yourself. It means rights to practical assistance and support to participate in society and live an ordinary life.





The Independent Living in Scotland (ILiS) project, hosted by the Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC), has been set up to strengthen and develop the disabled people’s Independent Living Movement in Scotland and to support the involvement of disabled people in shaping the Scottish Government’s approach to independent living.  It is steered by a group of representatives of organizations of disabled people who are at the forefront of the Independent Living Movement in Scotland.  The knowledge and expertise of this Steering Group is key to influencing change and to shaping a strong and outcome-focused programme. 





If you would like to be involved in affecting change in policies and practices to ensure disabled people have autonomy over their life, making choices, free from discrimination and are empowered through policies and practises that do not disable them, then come and join us!!  





Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.ilis.co.uk" �www.ilis.co.uk�        We look forward to hearing from you!





Inspire - inspiring all disabled people and the Independent Living Movement plus politicians, policy makers, service communities and organisations.





Involve - involving all disabled people in developing the policies and services that impact on them.





Invest - investing in the Independent Living Movement, and in people, communities and services to make a better society for everyone in Scotland.














LCiL News


Training Service Update


LCiL has not as yet secured the necessary funding to enable us to plan our regular Learning Opportunities for Disabled People training programme for the coming year.  However, LCiL is still actively pursuing possible sources of funding and will keep service users and interested parties informed of progress.





Despite all this, the training service is still busy and productive: rounding off the successful training programme for 08-09 and responding to requests for tailored training from organisations. We have also received enough funding to pilot a 


small-scale individualised training project, which will begin development soon.








Our regular Training Programme usually includes a mixture of courses which give information about Direct Payments & Independent Living, encourage personal development and confidence building, and help disabled people to develop practical PA employer skills





…..so please Watch This Space!








For more information on LCiL’s learning opportunities, or to leave your contact details for updates on the training programme, please contact: 


Caroline Mathison, Training Officer  


Phone: 0131 475 2510 Email: emerandcaroline@lothancil.org.uk


 


                                                   �








LCiL’s Peer Support Group


The Peer Support Group is a semi-informal meeting, (roughly every 2 months), for Personal Assistant Employers, or those who are considering being an employer.  Employers have a cuppa and blether, and share experiences with each other.  On 1 April 2009, we invited Stephen from LCiLs payroll service along to give a demonstration of a spreadsheet to help employers calculate Annual Leave, and also to allow employers to ask questions about how this works.  





If you would be interested in attending PSG, please contact Katrina: 


Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:Katrina@lothiancil.org.uk" \o "mailto:Katrina@lothiancil.org.uk" �Katrina@lothiancil.org.uk�, or Tel 0131 475 2552








Celebrating LCiL’s Re-Launch 


The Lothian Centre for Inclusive Living (LCiL) recently held an event to celebrate the re-launch of our new name, logo, website, strategy and membership pack.  





The event was attended by members and service users of LCiL, who took part in a quiz with a disability theme to all of the questions and which was hosted by our very own Quiz Queen.  People joined teams for the quiz and the winning team was presented with a selection of fabulous prizes!  





There was disability arts music from two well known disabled musicians: Johnny Crescendo and Ian Stanton whose disability rights songs include ‘Choices and Rights’, ‘Chip on Yer Shoulder’, ‘Pride’, ‘Scars’, ‘Tragic but Brave’, ‘Dance to a Diffferent Drum’, ‘Invisible’ and ‘Tear Down those Walls’.  








�           �
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News Flash!  LCiL Appoints a New Chief Executive


LCiL is delighted to announce the appointment of a new permanent Chief Executive for the organisation.   Florence Garabedian is looking forward to working with LCiL staff,  service users and members in her new role.  





Useful Website and Helplines 





Health information - This website has accessible leaflets on health issues for service users with learning difficulties. � HYPERLINK "http://www.easyhealth.org.uk/healthleaflets.aspx" ��http://www.easyhealth.org.uk/healthleaflets.aspx�





Visit Scotland - If you are planning a holiday in Scotland and have a mobility impairment then you now have a chance to to browse all accessible accomodation online. Type in the web address below and click on the relevant link at the bottom of the page.  Alternatively, you can phone Visit Scotland on 0845 22 55 121 to help them find you the right place or contact Grapevine 0131 475 2370 for a copy of the ‘Accessible Scotland’ brochure.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.visitscotland.com/guide/where-to-stay/accessible-scotland/" ��http://www.visitscotland.com/guide/where-to-stay/accessible-scotland/�





Edinburgh Airport - This website provides information and advice for passengers with additional support needs to help them plan their route through the Airport. Type in the web address below, scroll down the left hand menu and click on ‘special assistance’.   � HYPERLINK "http://www.edinburghairport.com/" ��http://www.edinburghairport.com/�





 


























The Scottish Accessible Information Forum News





The Scottish Accessible Information Forum (SAIF), which operates on behalf of and for disabled people recently held its Annual Review.  Its main aim is to make accurate, up-to-date information more accessible to disabled people and carers in a format of their own choice. It reports to The Scottish Government and produces a range of free resources that try to summarise legislation and explain the issues in straightforward language including:





Standards for Disability Information & Advice Provision 


Guides, booklets and factsheets covering aspects of accessible information 





You can find out more by looking up their website at: � HYPERLINK "www.saifscotland.org.uk" ��www.saifscotland.org.uk�


SAIF is managed by Consumer Focus. 








Consumer Focus News





Consumer Focus is the new statutory organisation campaigning for a fair deal for consumers in England, Wales, Scotland, and for postal services, Northern Ireland. Consumer Focus was created through the merger of three consumer organisations: Energywatch, Postwatch and the National Consumer Council, which included the former Welsh and Scottish Consumer Councils.  





Consumer Direct is the government funded telephone and online service offering information and advice on consumer issues. Consumer Direct is funded by the Office of Fair Trading and delivered in partnership with Local Authority Trading Standards Services.  You can contact Consumer Direct on Tel 08454 04 05 06 from 8.00am -6.30pm Monday to Friday, and 9.00am -1.00pm Saturday, excluding bank holidays and public holidays.








The Advice Shop is Moving





After being based at 85 South Bridge in Edinburgh for nearly 18 years the Advice Shop will be moving around the middle of June to slightly larger premises at                  329 The High Street, Edinburgh.  Funded by The City of Edinburgh Council, their welfare rights service has witnessed recently a 35% increase in service users, including large numbers of people having been made redundant.
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